Kroger Shutters Stores to Avoid Giving Covid Hazard Pay Despite 
Record Profits 
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Several Kroger owned chains in California are closing their stores after the city of Long Beach passed a less 
than modest raise for workers. 


An order requiring $4 “hero pay” raises for some grocery workers will cost a California city two of its 
supermarkets, a national chain announced. “The irreparable harm that will come to employees and 
local citizens as a direct result of the City of Long Beach’s attempt to pick winners and losers, is deeply 


unfortunate,” says a statement by Kroger, according to the publication. 
Is the evil of capitalism becoming more and more apparent to you as the pandemic rages on? Kroger 


operates over one-hundred and twenty billion dollars annually and the company itself is worth tens of billions, 
with less than half a million employees total. But they can’t afford to pay a measly four dollars because the 


pandemic has caused their profits to collapse, you might say. Wrong on all counts. 


Kroger has tallied record earnings as the pandemic has encouraged more Americans to stay at home, 
boosting food and other grocery sales. The company recorded more than $2.9 billion in operating 
profits through the third quarter of 2020, taking in an extra $1.2 billion in earnings compared with a 


year earlier. 
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Kroger is making record profits during a pandemic when many people are losing their jobs or their lives, and 
they can’t be bothered to pay their employees an amount that is actually more insulting that helpful? Give me 
a fucking break! 


At least 134 grocery workers have died of COVID-19, and more than 28,700 have been exposed to a 
positive case, according to the United Food and Commercial Workers, a union that represents 1.3 
million workers including 55,000 at Kroger. 


Oh goodie! But at least the union leaders all over the country are calling for a strike of grocery workers, 
right? Wrong again. Unions are important for workers rights in a capitalist system, but not if the leadership 
gets in bed with the managers they are supposed to oppose. Or, we could just overthrow capitalism 
altogether and come up with a brand new system where people get a living wage as a political right of 
citizenship. But the left could never do that, because no matter how radical they get in their opposition to 
capitalism, they secretly need corporations to entrench their agenda in society. In conclusion, just remember 
that corporations get bailouts and rich people get a tax cut all the time, and you sweet supreme individualist 
get zilch. 
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